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The nurses have been of great use  in the 
care of sick children. ’There is an inflamma.tion 
o f  the eye, called ophthalmia neonatorum,” 

attacks very young babies  under  certain 
circumstances. If the eyes are not  faithfdly 
attended to and  kept  scrupu~ously Clean, there is 
a great danger of the sight being destroyed. This 
the nurses have been the means of preventing h 
the cases under  their charge, and many infants 
have been saved from the calamity of blindness 
by  their unremitting vigilance. They teach the 
poor mothers how to care  for  and especially how 
to feed their babies. Those who know anything 
of the statistics of infant mortality can testify that 
improper food  and wrong methods of feeding lie 
at the root of the appallingly high death .rate 
which prevails amongst children under two years 
of age. If they can help  in the smallest degree 
to check this  waste of life, the maintenance of 
district nurses is justified, if they did no other 
good in the world. 

Now that nursing has  attained to the dignity 
of a profession, one  that gives full  scope to  the 
energies of an educated woman, its followers 
should devote themselves to  its organization and 
development. 

Much remains to  be done  in perfecting the 
training of pupil nurses, in exacting a higher 
standard of work in graduate nurses, in cultivating 
an esprit de corps amongst them, and a high 
sense of professional honour. 

There should be an extension of the national 
association of superintendents of training schools 
for nurses. Both large and small hospitals should 
be represented. These should meet frequently 
in council, and should be  the leaders of thought, 
the first to adopt and forward whatever would 
contribute to  the advancement of the profession. 

The formation of orders like  the  Victorian 
Order is a  step  in  the right direction. I t  binds 
the isolated units  into one strong whole, and gives 
to the individual nurse the Pupport  which comes 
only from being an integral part of a corporate 
body. 

DISCUSSION. 
LADY ABERDEEN expressed  regret that Professor 

Osler, who was to have opened the Discussion, was 
unfortunately  detained. 

PROFESSOR JAMES ROBERTSON, of Canada,  said:- 
I have very little to add to  Miss  Scovil’s  paper. 
Canada is a very  large pl~ce, though as yet  thinly 
populated; but the Victorian Order is helping to found 
Homes  in  Canada  which  will  help the civilisation  of 
the  Empire,  two  centuries hence. We have lots of 
land to grow food, to n~alre wholesome, healthy  bodies ; 
we want more people, but we are anxious that the 
homes  already  there  shall  be of the very best sort. 
The pioneers who found homes in  lonely  places zleed 
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